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Stafford Agricultural Advisory Commission 

l.3 ril 
December 1).tIf2017 630pm 

Warren Memorial Town Hall 

1 Main Street 

Stafford Springs, CT 06076 

Members Present: 

David Mordasky 

Marty Abromaitis 

Steven Clark 

Bruce Dobson 

Karl Milikowski 

Savannah Rummel 

Deb Szemreylo 

Don Bradway 

Also Present: 

Dave Perkins, ZED 

Members Absent: 

Myron Avery 

Ken Crary 



1. Call Meeting to Order, establish quorum, and pledge of allegiance. 

Chairman Mordasky called meeting called to order at 630pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

Bruce Dobson and Steven Clark seated for a quorum. 

2. Corrections and Approve Minutes of Meeting November 8th, 2017 

Don Bradway made a motion to accept the minutes. Steven Clark seconded the motion. All were 

in favor. Motion carries. 

3. Correspondence and Upcoming Dates of SAAC Events 

No Upcoming SAAC Events 

4. SAAC Meeting Calendar for 2018 

Don Bradway made a motion to keep the SAAC meeting on second Wednesday of every month 

in Town Hall at 6:30pm, Karl Milikowski seconded the motion. Dave Perkins mentioned that it 

would be being held at the community center in the following months. Don Bradway amended 

the motion to hold the SAAC meetings the second Wednesday of every month at 6:30pm at the 

community center, Bruce Dobson seconded the ammendment. All were in favor. ammended 

motion passed. 

Deb Szemreylo is seated at 6:35pm 

5. Stafford Agricultural Product Publication 

Bruce Dobson brought pamplets that he had prepared by Amy Hartenstein for his own 

bussiness. It was suggested that Amy Hartenstein be invited to the January meeting to present 

the possible ways to construct and publish an agricultural brochure for Stafford. Suggestion 

duely noted. 

6. Agricultural Farmland Reclamation and Production Project 

Ken Crary and Bruce Dobson have been working on finding land that can be placed back into 

production. A 5 acre parcel near Keally field was identified by Dave Perkins as land owned by the 

town that could be cleared and and be put back into production. The Stafford Fire House 

owns land on rt. 19 that also may be a possibly for this project. Bruce Dobson reached out to a 

number of individuals on the state level concerning the land adjacent to chestnut hill nursery. 

Dave Perkins stated the the place to start concerning the availability of town land and the 

process involved would be with the first selectman. Bruce Dobson will speak to fire chief about 

property on rt.19. 

7. Stafford Farmers Community Market Presentation 



Chairman Mordasky welcomed the Stafford Farmers Community Market board to the SAAC 

meeting and asked what struggles, hopes, and goals are for the farmers market. Crystal 

Morawitz who is the Market Master started with introductions. She has directed the farmers 

market for 3 years and has worked effortlessly on the success for vendors and patrients alike in 

the farmers market. Crystal introduced the other members of the board who were in 

attendance.She explained that the goal of the market is to provide a venue for local farmers 

and artisans, and to create an educational space for Stafford citizens. The board feels very 

strongly about having a producer-only market, restricting wholesale and resale. A concern is 

that there are more out of town farmers than local Stafford farmers represented at the market. 

There is close to 101 farmers markets across the state of CT on Saturday mornings. Because of 

this there is much competition with larger markets to attract more vendors. Also, farmers 

already have customers in other farmers markets that they have built a relationship with. Crystal 

announces that the Stafford Community Farmers Market will be moving back downtown, across 

from Middle Ground Cafe. Their foot traffic at this point it is about 250 people on average. On 

special Saturdays or festivals it can increase to 450 people. Chairman Mordasky asked if there is 

anything that the SAAC can do to help support the SCFM efforts. Crystal responded that open 

communication between the market and the commission is a beginning to potential mutual 

benefits. Building relationships are critical to the success of the farmers market in Stafford. Kim 

Milikowski suggested that the agricultural commission come up with a way to get more people 

to attend the Stafford Farmers Market. Jackie Granata suggested to have animal rescues at 

Stafford Farmers Market to attract more people because everyone loves animals. 

8. Discussion of Regulations Concerning Agritainment 

Lisa Houlihan and Dave Perkins have been working on Agritainment Regulations for the Town of 

Stafford. Dave Perkins designed a no fee agritainment worksheet that could be filed with the 

ZEO to register their ag-tivity. The worksheet will be for any of the event that pertains to 

agritainment. This would not only keep the ZEO informed of activities that are occuring in town 

but also gives the farmer a working knowledge of what they have a right to do should any 

concerns arise. Bruce Dobson made a motion to make the number of times the ag-event could 

continue before reapplying 10 instead of 6, Karl Milikowski seconded the motion. All in favor. 

Motion Carries. Bruce Dobson made a motion to cap the number of cars at 15 cars, Steven Clark 

seconded the motion. Bruce Dobson amended the motion to 20 cars, Don Bradway seconded 

amended motion. All in Favor. Motion Carries. Don Bradway makes a motion to raise the 

number of people at an ag-event from 30 to 40, Steven Clark seconded the motion. All in Favor. 

Motion carries. 

9. Public Comments and Input 

Lisa Houlihan suggested that a marketing committee take on commission advertising. Deb 

Szemreylo asked Dave Perkins about chicken permit fee. 

10. Commissioners Vote on Agenda Items 



The commission did not feel that the agritainment regulations were ready to be put to a vote. 

No other items were voted on at this time. 

11. Adjournment 

Don Bradway moved to adjourn. Steven Clark seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 

7:58pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

ili~ 

Deb Szemreylo 


